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60 MINE INSPECTOR FOR THE TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO.

the Thomas mine it is about 60 feet in thickness, with 20 feet of
marketable coal developed. The vein at this point is faulted, and the
upthrow shows a transverse section of the seam, the dip of which is
about 25 per cent. The development consists of a drift entry driven
across the dip; length of drift, about 350 feet; natural ventilation.
Number of days mine was operated, 80; number of men employed
underground, 1; output for fiscal year, 400 tons; estimated value at
mine at $1.50 per ton, $600. The product is sold to the farmers of the
La Plata Valley and vicinity and at Aztec, N. Mex.

RECORD OF INSPECTION.

October 19, 1905.—I1 Thomas mine. Found operation of mine temporarily

ed; found that second opening into mine has not yet been made, as I here-

tofore instructed, but W. H. Thomas assured me that the second opening would be
constructed as soon as possible when operation of mine is resumed. s

SIERRA COUNTY.

Coal is known to occur at several places in Sierra County, in the
locality of the plains on the eastern slope of the Caballo range of
mountains. Several prospect shafts and one or two diamond drill
holes were sunk to prove the value of the field, but it was- found so
much disturbed and broken that development work was soon stopt in

every instance. Two seams of coal are tilted and exposed by the upiift
of Caballo range, the outcrop of these seams being quite conspicuous
a few miles west of Ash Spring and about 14 miles west of Cutter

station, on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. At this
¥oint the Southwestern Lead and Coal Company has sunk a shaft 172
eet upen the coal seam, which is titled to an angle of about 70 degrees

from the horizontal. -
When inspected March 6, 1906, a drift had been run 90 feet from

the bottom of the shaft, exposing 33 inches of clean coal, with bands °

of slate and coal extending about 18 inches above the clean coal.
The mine is called the Southwestern coal mine: it will be operated
to furnish fuel to the boilers to generate power for the electric plant

of the Southwestern Lead and Coal Company, which plant is located -

near the mouth of the shaft on the cdal seam. The power generated
will be transmitted by electric line to the concentrating plant, which
is located at the lead mines 6 miles to the south. %o report of
-production from this mine has been made. &

RECORD OF INSPECTION.

March 6, 1906.—Inspected Southwestern coal mine. Main slope 172 feet in depth;
drift, 90 feet. Ventilation by small blower: ventilating current weak. Found no
second opening into the mine as required by United States statute. Instructed that

a second opening be constructed without delay and before operation of the mine for

production of coal. Found operation of the mine temporarily suspended. .
. SOCORRO COUNTY.

Socorro County ranked fifth among the coal mining counties of New
Mexico during the t fiscal year. The gross production being
20,223 tons; net product shi » 18,903 tons, being only 1.1 per cent
of the total net produect of tge Territory. : ;

There is no doubt that the production of coal from this county will
be largely increased during the ensuing fiscal year, as efficient equip-
ment of the mines and railroad transportation facilities have recently
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