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Irur.;.ru.ct!ons to contact. Ur. C. H. llamsden were received J&mfl.ry 5 whe..'1. 
the witer was in t.he Bay a:rea. Afr. luimsden was not nva...-t.lt~ble until January 
8. On that <ia.te, six hours were sp$nt w:i't.h him. and a 1!1-. l.ia'Mson, owner of 
the property:, and tenta.t,ive arrangement.a were ma.de to visit the area in the 
immediate future. 

CONCLOSlOMS 

91. 

Mr. Dawoon•e Taylor creek, .New Mexico, property has had the benefit of recent 
Bur~u of Minen a.rtd U. .$. Geologj.cal SuI"ITey investigation. ·rhe-re seems no 
doubt a.bout the intimate relationship of tin and volcanic flows. Thi$ dis
couraging reat.ure, plus the negs.tive sample results and detailed description 
contained in u.s.G.s. Bl.l.11.etln 922-M (1940) paints an unattractive picture. 

RECOMMENDATJQ_fil! 

However, it .i.s recommended that Taylor creek area be investigat,ed. Thie 
recommend;.1.tion i~1 based on: ( 1) Mr. 1-tamsd.en is an individual this or:r ice can 
well af.fo1·d to keep :i.n touch with. He is sincere and honest in his Taylor 
creek interpr?~:~tions . His act.ive interest in ldning may event.ually crystal
lize in some pr..:,p-::rt.,t of merit. Fair treatment in this oase is cert,ainJ.y 
justified. (:-~. The writer indicated his interest in making an ex.am1nation 
in the nea4 r~t~re. 

LOCATlOT{ 

The property is located in Catron county, New Mwd.oo, on Taylor creek. It 
i~ a part, of the Black Range t,in district, o! which Squal creek and Hard
castle creek deposits are members. 

HISTORY 

The reader is referred to Bu.lletin 922-:M (supra), in which the £ollowing 
occurs: "Nuggets of cassiterite were round in the gravel or Squaw creek in 
1909 and by 1920 tin-bearing stringers had been !onnd in all the principal 
areas. In the fall o! 1920, the New Mexico Tin & Metals Company drove a 
440-foot tunnel i.nto the altered rock on the north side of Ta;ylor creek, one
halt mile east of the mouth ot Cox creek. In 1939, the Colorado & New Mexico 
Tin Corpor-dtion erected a 25-ton .mill on Taylor creek and ran tests on dump 
.material. • • Mr. M. T. Anderson, in 19)7, shipped 325 pounds or hand-pick
ed material from the Taylor creek area to the Nicholls Copper Company. . • 
Detailed geologic mapa or the areas, covering a.bout ten square miles, were 
made in t,he fall of 19.39. At the same time the deposits were explored and 
sampled by the U. s. Bureau of Mines. 11 
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On i6a.rch 19, 1941., the property wa.s leased to Mr. s .. B. Solomon of Detroit 
a."'ld 1ll:". C. J. Hod.ham of Chica.go. Mesors. Solomon and Rodham had not .ful
filled certain stiu.plations, and the property was ag&in lea.:sed on January 
13, 1942., thi~ time to Mr. C. H. Il.amsden and Mr. D~vid D. Oliphant ot Oak
land, Calif o:rn.ie. 

GEOLOGY 

J¢eryre1:ation No. l;: Mr. C. E. Da.woou, owner., and Mr. A. B. Gonn&lley, 
engineer for 1ir. Ramadan., bot.h believe that the deposit :represents & shear 
zone with average width of 500 feet, traceable for several. miles and char-,. 
act.erized by sufficient tin ( four poun.ds pf;r ton) to justify a. large shovel 
operation. 

:tnt~n>re~ation No. _g: Detailed mapping by the Survey has indicated that the 
region consiet.s of a series oi' volcan:tca. Agglomerate and flows of an older 
series are overla.in by a porphyritic 1."h:,olite. J.'low which ::J.e unconfomably 
capped with later ash, sand.atone and flow-,. Tin mineralization, earlier than 
the 11 capu, ash a.no nows, ifs to be .foun.d errv:ticall,y distributed in the under
lying rocks, pe.rticula.rly the rhyolite porphyry. 

The rhyoJJ.t e porpb1cy ie characterized by well-devoloped lines or flow. Some 
shee.ri.n,g was concentrated along the zone o.r near-vertical f lovt lines. The 
U. S. G. S. has interpreted these near-vert.ica.l lines as the location of vents 
which would b~ the channelway for tin mineralization. WheJ:'8 tin minerillza.tion 
is found, it 5.::, confined to widely-spaced stringere of l•inch thickneaa from 
one to two feet loil$ to tabular masses thirt:, feet long. Tin mine:raliza.t i on is 
lntimat.ely as ... -:i-:.::1 ~t,ed with specular hematite. 

Four hundred ~"'lt.: sr;1v0n samples were taken 'by the Bure9ll of Mine::, , o.': these ., 
onlt 50 contained. more than one pound of tin per ton and only 5 ccnt,ained. more 
than five pounds per ton. lt would appear that these samples prt')sent the beat 
basis r or a proper interpretation of the properly . 

.Messrs. Dawson and Connelley., of course, insist that. the government .1ork was 
all located in wa.ste and that no work was doo.s in the actual main zone of 
alteration and mineralization. l4a.ps accompany Bulletin 922-.M (supra), but 
do not bear this out. 

Maps accompanying 922 .. M indicate a. total footage of 980 feet. This is divid
ed as· follows: 

{l) New Mexico Tin tunnel . . . . . . 350 feet 
(2) u.s.B.t. Crosscut 3N. • . • . 135 II . . 
(J) u.s.B • .M. Sha.ft 2N 25 11 . . . . . . . . 
(4) U .s.B.M. Crosscut lN. . 350 rt . 

u.s.B.11. Shaft Crosscut lN 70 II 

(5) Uawson tunnel _jQ fl . . . . . . . . . . 
980 II 

The fact that this development crosscuts much or the zone of alteration ae 
mapped warrants a detailed presentation of footage. 
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No ore r~r;c.r.vo .:.;d:<.1ta . However, the ownerfi wol.lld not agree w:1.t.h ,. i,.·l ,i. 

dogmatic sta➔4enient. 

The mill established in 1939 was based on a table recovery of the cassit
erite. The fureau of Mines believes that even the finest of grinding 
would not separate tauch of the castiterite from specularlte. However, Mr. 
Dawson cla.im!::d a clean separation by table methods for the small toMage 
tested. 

WJUlPMEN .. T 

A 25-t.on teet mill valued o.t -i?l0,000 is on the property. 

§Xl.STING ,0,0NTRACTS 

Lease No. l - Solomon a."ld R.odham, March 19, 1941. Lessees: s. n. Solomon, 
l 55 l<'airfield ~venue, Detroit, Michigan; and C. J. Rodham, 4541 Nort.h 
Sher1.dan Road, Chicago., Illinois. Principal terms: (l) DawsOnii were to 
receive 1.0.C of the groos "assay- value" of the ore until $5,000 had been 
paid. Dawsons were then to receive a. perpetual 5% or the gross "a.ssay 
value" of the ore. (2) Dawsons ~re to receive rni.nimwn payments of $50 
per mont,h. (3) Solomon and Rodham were t,o put in 80 shifts of labor per 
ltlonth for 9 months. Not,e: Solomon and H.odham fld.led to com.ply with item 
J a.nd have boen notified that the lease is no longer in effect. 

Lt;ia,se No. 2 ~- 4i£w'!\sden and Oliphant, Ja.nuo.ry 13, 1942. Lessees: C. H. 
Ramsden, Paci.tic Coi:l~t :;;ngineeril\g Company, Alameda, California.1 and Dartd 
D. Oliphant,, .;.tt,orney, Oak.land, California. Principal tenne: (1) Until the 
Solomon-Hodh:i~a. ·1easc has been satisfactorily nullified, Uawsons Are to 
receive $150 p' ._' u:mth . (2) With clear title eatablisheci, ltamsd.an aml 
Oliphant nr" t,J r,1..,ke a cash payment of i.S500. Payments of $150 per month 
are to contimic, fo1 four monthf! following ot clearing of title, this 
period to be irnown as 110ption Period." ( 3) With clear title estti.bli:-hed, 
p~ents of $100 per month are to start for pu.rchase ot mill on ground. 
These payments a.re to continue for 35 months. On the 36th ~onth, the 
balance of $6.,500 (total cost ot mill is ◄~10 1 000) is to be paid Dawsons. 
(4) After the four-months' option period, the 11 leaee Feriod11 starts. Daw
sons are to receive 5% of the valu~ of the product.ion. Dawson is to be 
employed at i150 per month until royalties to Dawsons equal ~JOO per month. 
The il50 salary is then to be eliminated. '1'he lease runs for 99 years with 
privildge of renewal. 

FINANCIAL liliQUlftEL~NrS 

In the event of interest on the part of Freeport, the prop~rty might be 
acquired on the following conditions: ( l) A small down payment to repay 
Ramsden and Oliphant for expenses incurred to date. (2) The assumption by 
Freeport. of ill obligations existing between the lessees and Uawsons. (3) 
A payment of lO'fo of the value of the gross production (which includes the 
5Jb to ua:wsona). ltam.sden believes that this might be lowered to ~. 

In Conclusion, a i.:r. A. Be Connelley, former oil scout for standard Oil 
Company of California, for services rendered to Ramsden and Oliphant, hae been 
promised 25% of their interest. Ramsden and Oliphant have also been in touch 



with A. H. He11er, Los Angele$ pro111oter, who developed the T,unsst&l" mine at 
.sho1). Al:20 CQntaoted ha.a been the Belmont Smelting & H.efining Company_, 

Which, the wr:it.\jr was told, has o.1.'ficea in .N$W York City. 

Mr. Ramsden a:l , expects to approach tht Placer Develoµnent ComptlllY, a 
Califorrd.o c)::·:· •, ::.r.tion. 

DLE:aJ.l 

cc-Mr-. Gentry 
Mr. Shirley 
Mr. Lu.n~ 
Mr. Molver 
Mr. Lee 
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tQ_13.tron Co!, New __ }1t:xico) Te_legra:phic ady:,loe ~ 
· from Mr. Lundy requested that we contact Mr. 
-(h-H.Ramsden- of Alameda- California , - a, ncerni-n-g-- -

!f:--~io~ ~::~y,'.~--1:anarid 11:rz!:~~ia ~~ ···t::~ ------
- ju-&t-- taken ari- option on -tfle---131"-0:perty, whieh- -
is one on which the Bureau of Mines has done 
considerable work since 1939. No ore of comm---
eroial grade- has- been indicated at this prop
erty, but it was indicated that the bureau's 
work was incomplete, and that •minee.ble·widths 
.-0£--A-- "l)ound .rock are - indicated. -l.t. was not---
dee.med adviseable to make this long trip for 

--ffie e0Te--pur1fose _o_:r- visTI1ng ~ -· Dawson prop-
erty, but at a -more--convenie.nt time, when othe.c 
properties in thi.s area are being visited an 
examination is p};lanaicl. 




