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THE IIIS110RY OF DA',·,soN 

---Ruth IIcl'dnley 

NM Mine File No. 476 

Dav1Son never ',J.J.s a coal camp. It 1.n.s a city. Over 6., 000 
peo::, l o onr.e resided h ere ; it .:c.s a city i n g overnr.1ent., in civic 
pride, in progres:: i. vene ns. Darrnon w:.: a the banner co~:.l producer, 
the marJmoth n ineral d e posit, the · ah,o3t sole fuel source for an 
a rea e qual in si : e to one-sixth of t t ,e United Sta tes, all of which 
will be a dmitted o.s evidence th~t it was a pla ce of consid era ble 
importance. 

Lc.ny yec.rs r,eo, hef ore Nev, I :e:>:icD.ns though t nuch of any 
industries besides sheen, c ·,ttle, ranches, frei3hting over the 
s~nta Fe Trail, ~nd ~ 1 ittle gold ~nd copper min~nG, t he ground 
occup::.ed by Dawson 2.n cl the tribut ,, ry coa l l an·1s w:.:. s c?.. part of a 
r ..:.nch i n c. supported , nerhaps , a s core of souls.· 

The environs of the p l :-.ce lead y ou to expect J.nything but a 
con.l camp. Your a :;•rivc.l c.-:lds to this i r.!)ressi on, an d a glance up 
t h e street, a s you s t -:: rt ocross tor1-:'..rd the ri ,1 rk, where t h t h otel 
st ood until i t we.s dislr ::_ntle ·:1 in Ee,rch, 1939., confirms it. There 
mus t h e so:· 'e mistake about this, you y,edita te, this is a cozy., 
hust l ing little we9 tern city, rlith o. _·_reat many comfortable homes, 
in3te :~c1 of the bleak, ucly, ::-.~ineral painted, raw-pine- c,nd-corru.~~o.ted
i ron coll e ct i on of shacks that ex) erience tells you to anticipate 
when arriving in a mining settlement. 

Dawson a nd all its environs are r.0 1:·1 o·.med by the Phelps-Dodge 
Cor!;Or·, tion, whi ch is well knorm in i.-ie ·:-, York , Nevi 11·exico, and 
.:\:i.."' izona. 'i'h i s cor!)Orc tion i s the fourth owner .:dnce the days of 
the original ~r ~intees. I,~r-.x-.,ell , who received it as ps.rt of the 
''1:axwell Grant 11 from. Bcau1,ien and r.:iranda , sold it to J. B. Dawson, 
·,rho sold ~-t in October 3, 1 ·io1, to the Dawson Fuel:; Com ·,any. In 
Dece: - er, 1')05, the present mmer s , t · :e Stag Guny on Fuel Company, 
bou p,ht it. This was f5.ve ye8.rs .<:fter the first mine had op ened. 

The houses themselves :ere worthy of comment. As has been 
st2,ted., there c,re no shacks. The Coripany provided good substantial 
houses. There wo.: no and still i s no 11 poorer section'' in the sense 
in which the t e rm is used in cities. So it happens th:.::. t the miners 
a rc of the bett or cl Rss, of the t yp e t h.,:::. t a: :,preci te the be uty or 
n11ture, and ::-:,erha.p s becau 3e of t ~1e lone; hours s :ent uncler ,;round, 
enjoy the flow·ers 8.n cl l.'.lwns a nd urc;e vines to clothe their homos. 

Dc.wson, until Ji .. ly 3, 1931, b.2.•.:_ a bank .rhich w .s cap itali zed 
.;; t .,.,50,000 but having del) 0sits of ,.,170,000. 

The city telephone system is u orthy of :r.iention. 
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THE HISTORY OF DA.",SON 

(2) 

The paveJ road which was con',tructcd in 1948 was indeed a 
gre'-:.t asset to the t0vm. 

There were four schools in Dawson 3.t one time. Central 0chool 
had two buildings and five teachers. In District No. 2, there were 
!'our teachers. And the Lorita school had one teacher. They were 
supported largely by the company. Tod:?..y there 2.re only -cv;o, Central 
and Dougl& s. 

The company hos pi t _,l was a very large one for _a coal cs.rap, there 
being twenty-six beds in wards and ::::,riv -.te rooms. It still st:=i.nds but 
was closed in 1946. 

There were nine mines at one time; all are closed now except one, 
\7hich will ciose on Anril 28, 1950. Eore than 33 million tons of coal 
have been dug at Dawson. 

It has been forty-four ye2rs since D~'.rrson was first sold to 
J.B. Dawson, for whom it was namad; it will close Anril 28, 19_50. 

Dawson will be dismantled. 


