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Dawson never was a coal camp., It wes a city. Over 6,000
peorle once resided here; it was a city in government, in civic
pride, in progresziveness, Dawson was the banner co:l producer,
the marmoth mineral deposit, the almost sole fuel source for an
area equal in site to one-sixth of the United States, all of which
will be admitted as evidence that it was a place of considerable
importance,

leny years ago, hefore New ! exicans thought ruch of any
industries besides sheen, cattle, ranches, freighting over the
Santa Fe Trail, and a little gold and copper mining, the ground
occup:ed by Dawson and the tribut:iry coal lanls wus a part of a
r:nch and supported, nerhans, a score of soulsy

The environs of the ploce lead vou to expect anything but a
coal camp. Your arrivcl codds to this inmpression, and a glance up
the street, as you st:-rt ocross toward the nork, where tiie hotel
stood until it was disi:ntle? in Farch, 1939, confirms it. There
rmust he sore mistake about this, you reditate, this is a cozy,
hustling little western city, with 2 reat many comfortable homnes,
instead of the bleak, ugly, mineral nainted, raw=-pine-2nd-corrugated-
iron collection of shacks that exserience tells you to anticipate
when arriving in a mining settlement.

Dawson and all its environs are now o.ned by the TFhelps-Dodge
Corrnor-tion, which is well knowvn in iiew York, New ~exico, and
Arizona, ‘This corvorction is the fourth owner since the days of
the original pgraontees. Liaxuwell, who received it as part of the
" axwell Grant'" Crom Beaubien and iiiranda, sold it to J. B. Dawson,
who sold It in October 3, 1701, to the Dawson Fuel,K Comany. In
Deceu.er, 1905, the present owners, ¢ :e Stug Canvon Fuel Comvany,
bought it. This was five years after the first mine had opened.

The houses themselves 2re worthy of comment, :As has been
stated, there are no shacks, The Company provided good substantial
houses. There wo: no and still is no "poorer secticn” in the sense
in which the term is used in cities., So it havpens th:ut the miners
are ol the bettcr class, of the type thiat avprecl te the be uty of
nature, and nerhaps hecause of the lonz hours s_ent underzround,
enjoy the flowers and lawns and urce vines to clotie their homes.

Dawson, until July 3, 1931, he'’ a bank hich w.s capitalized
<t ..50,000 but having devr~sits of :170,000,

The city telephone system is worthy of mention.
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The paved road which was con:tructod in 1948 was indecd 2
great asset to the town.

There were four schools in Dawson a2t one time, Central ochool
had two buildings and five teachers, In District No. 2, there were
four teachers, And the Lorita school had one teacher, They wvere
supported largely by the company. Today there are only two, Central
and Dougles,

The company hospit.l was a very large one for_a coal camp, there
being twenty-six beds in wards and oriv.te rooms. Jt still stands but

was closed in 19l6.

There were nine mines at one time; all are closed now except one,
which will close on Anril 28, 1950, Iore than 33 million tons of coal

heve becen dug at Yawson.

It has been forty-four years since Dowson was first sold to
J. B. Dawson, for whom it was named; it will close April 28, 1950.

Dawson will be dismantled.




