
1•:,,,,c__ 
,11ernon, 1953: Brief history. 

Howard, 1967: History; placer mining during the period 1939-41. 
Jones, 1904: Describes history and methods of placer mining. 
Koschmann and Bergendahl, 1968: Production estimates. 
Lasky and Wooton, 1933: Production estimates. 

~aige, 1911: Sketch map on page 110 locates the principal lode mines 
near which the placers were found. 

---1916: Geology of recent gravels. 
Raymond, 1870: Early history of discovery and production of placers. 
--- 1872: Production information for 1870 . 

...,._::;chilling, 1959: Road log locates placers. 
U.S. Bureau of Mines, 1935: Reports dredge operations on Santo 

Domingo Creek. 
---1941: Reports dredge operations on Santo Domingo Creek. 
---1942: Reports dredge operations on Santo Domingo Creek. 

,.___Wolle, 1957: Placer gold recovered in 1955. 
-._Wright, 1915: History. 

Wells and Wooton, 1932: Reports black sand analyses. 

6. BAY ARD AREA 

Location: Southeast of the Pinos Altos Mountains, Tps. 17 and 18 S., Rs. 
12and 13 W. 

Topographic maps: Fort Bayard and Santa Rita ?½-minute quadrangles. 
Geologic maps: 

Dane and Bachman, 1961, Preliminary geologic map of the southwestern 
part of New Mexico, scale 1 : 380,160. 

Lasky, 1936, Geologic map of the Bayard area and outcrops of veins 
and faults in the Bayard area {pls. 1, 9), scale 1: 12,000. 

Access: From Silver City, 10 miles east on U.S. Highway 260 to Bayard. Dirt 
roads lead to mining areas and small placers. 

Extent: Placers are found in almost every arroyo that drains the mineralized 
area in the vicinity of Bayard. The gold is concentrated in workable 
quantities in only a few areas: ( 1) south of the Copper Glance vein ( secs. 
32 and 33, T. 17 S., R. 12 W.; sec. 5, T. 18 S., R. 12 W., Santa Rita quad
rangle); (2) the downslope side of the Owl-Dutch Uncle-Tin Box-Lost 
Mine vein linkage, especially along Gold Gulch (secs. 31 and 32, T. 17 
S., R. 12 W.; sec. 5, T. 18 S., R. 12 W.; sec. 6, T. 18 S., R. 12 W., Santa 
Rita quadrangle), and ( 3) the vicinity of the veins along Highway 180 
between Bayard and Central (sec. 1, T. 18 S., R. 13 W., Fort Bayard 
quadrangle) • 

Production history: The Central district is the most productive mining re
gion in New Mexico and includes the areas or subdistricts of Bayard, 
Santa Rita, Georgetown, and Hanover, where copper, lead, and zinc 
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a reported production of placer gold. The small amount of gold credited 
to the area was recovered by individuals working intermittently over a 
period of many years. 

Source: The gold was derived from the oxidized parts of the quartz-sulfide 
veins in the district. 

Literature: 
F~t, 1905: Reports placer mining on Whitewater Creek. 

"Hyward, 1967: Describes source of placer gold. 
v:Lasky, 1936: Describes placers in Bayard area. 

HIDALGO COUNTY 

7. SYLV ANITE SUBDISTRICT 

Location: West flank of the south half of the Little Hatchet Mountains, 
T. 28 S., R. 16 W. 

Geologic maps: 
Dane and Bachman, 1961, Preliminary geologic map of the southwestern 

part of New Mexico, scale 1: 380,160. 
Lasky, 1947, Geologic and topographic map of the Little Hatchet Moun

tains (pl. 1), scale 1: 31,250. 
Access: From Lordsburg, 20 miles southeast on U.S. Highway 70-80 to the 

junction with State Highway 81; from there abo~t 20 miles south to 
Hachita. Placer ground lies south of Highway 3 ( 9) . 

Extent: Placers are found in shallow draws and gulches in gravel remnants 
on monzonite bedrock between Cottonwood Spring and Livermore Spring 
(secs. 21 and 28, T. 28S., R.16W.). . 

Production history: The placers in the Sylvanite subdistrict were discovered 
in 1908. The discovery created enough excitement to cause a gold rush 
to the area, but the placers were rapidly worked out. Most production 
was in 1908, but some placer mining . was done in this century at the 
Bader placer (SW. cor. sec. 21, T. 28 S., R. 16 W.). One report notes 
that placer gold was discovered at Hachita in 1880. 

Source: The gold was derived from the eroded outcrops of the telluride
native gold veins. 

Literature: 
Anderson, 1957: History. 

.,_ · Dinsmore, 1908: History of discovery. 
File and Northrup, 1966; Placer gold at Hachita, 1880. 
Hill, 1910: Discovery; extent; production. 

--Jones, 1908a: Discovery; extent; size of nuggets; production. 
.-.. --.-1908b: Virtually repeats his article in Engineering and Mining 

Journal, v. 86, 1908. 
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Griswold, G. B., 1959, Mineral deposits of Lincoln County, New Mexico: New Mex

ico Bur. Mines Bull. 6 7, 117 p. 
Harley, G. T., 1934, Geology and ore deposits of Sierra County, New Mexlco: New 

Mexico Bur. Mines Bull. 10, 220 p. 
--- 1940, The geology and ore deposits of northeastern New Mexico (exclusive of 

Colfax County): New Mexico Bur. Mines and Mineral Resources Bull. 15, 
102 p. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 41 

Harrington, E. R., 1939, Gold mining in the desert [New Placer and Old Placer 
district]: Mines Mag., v. 29, p. 508-509, 512. 

Hartly, Carney, 1915, The opportunity in placer mining [Old Placer district]: Eng. 
and Mining Jour., v. 99, p. 185-188. 

Heikes, V. C., and York, C. G., 1913, Dry placers in Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, 
and California: U.S. Geol. Survey Mineral Resources U.S. [1912], pt. 1, p. 
254-263. 

Hernon, R. M., 1953, Summary of smaller mining districts in the Silver City region, 
in Guidebook of southwestern New Mexico: New Mexico Geo!. Soc., 45th Field 
Conf. [Oct. 15-18], p. 138-141. 

Herrick, C. L., 1898, The geology of the San Pedro and Albuquerque districts: New 
Mexico Univ. Bull., v. 1, no. 4; New Mexico Univ. Sci. Lab. Div. 7, art. 5, p. 
93-116. 

~• M., 1910, Sylvanite district, in Lindgren, Waldemar, Graton, L. C., and 
·· Gordon, C. H., Ore deposits of New Mexico: U.S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 

68, p. 338-343. 
~ V., 1967, Metalliferous occurrences in New Mexico: Santa Fe, N.M., 

·· State Planning Office, 270 p. 
Describes mining district of the State alphabetically. 

James, Henry, 1955, Muleshoe Gold [New Placer district]: New Mexico Sun Trails, 
v. 8, no. 1, p. 20-21. 

Jones, F. A., 1903, Report of the Director of the Mint upon the production of the 
precious metals in the United States during the Calendar year 1902: Washing• 
ton, 391 p. (G. E. Roberts, Director of the Mint); [New Mexico, p. 168-177]. 

---1904, New Mexico mines and minerals: Santa Fe, N. Mex., New Mexican 
-· -PrlnHng Co., 349 p. 

Comprehensive descriptions of mining areas including placers active at that time; 
includes much information on history of areas. 
--- 1906, Placers of Santa Fe County, New Mexico: Mining World, v. 25, p. 425. 
--- 1908a, Sylvanite, New Mexico, the new gold camp: Eng. and Mining Jour., 

v.86,p. 1101-1103. 
---1908b, The new camp of Sylvanite, New Mexico: Mining Sci., v. 58, p. 

489-491. 
--- 1908, Epitome of the economic geology of New Mexico: Albuquerque, New 

Mexico Bur. Immigration, 47 p. 
An outline of important mineral deposits of the State. Chief placer-mining dis• 

tricts are listed on pages 12-13. 
Jones, F. A., 1915, The mineral resources of New Mexico: New Mexico School of 

Mines, Mineral Resources Survey Bull. 1, 77 p. 
Revised edition of 1908 publication. Placer districts are listed on page 22; map of 

chief mining districts is included. 
Just, Evan, 1937, Geology and economic features of the pegmatites of Taos and Rio 

Arriba Counties, New Mexico: New Mexico Bur. Mines Bull. 14, 73 p. 
Kelley, V. C., 1951, Oolitic iron deposits of New Mexico [Pittsburgh district]: Am. 

Assoc. Petroleum Geologists Bull., v. 35, p. 2199-2228. 
Kelley, V. C., and Silver, Caswell, 1952, Geology of the Caballo Mountains with 

special reference to regional stratigraphy and structure, and to mineral re
sources including oil and gas: New Mexico Univ. Pubs. Geology, no. 4, 286 p. 

Keyes, C. R., 1903, Geology of the Apache Canyon placers: Eng. and Mining Jour., 
v. 76, p. 966-967. 

Koschmann, A. H., and Bergendahl, M. H., 1968, Principal gold producing districts 
of the United States: U.S. Geo!. Survey Prof. Paper 610, p. 200-211. 


